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that he had a Peace Preservation Ordinance Permit and a registration certificate under
Law 3 of 1885, both of which documents were produced before the Court.

Addressing the Court, Mr. Gandhi remarked upon the strangeness of the
proceedings. Here was a man arrested and convicted under the Asiatic Act3 whose
rights were fully safeguarded under the Act1 that had just been passed. Either the
Government intended to stick to their new measure or they did not. In view of the
delicate relations that existed at the present time he had specially asked that this case
should be remanded until next Monday, but whilst the Prosecution was willing to
meet him in this, instructions had been received by the latter from Pretoria to proceed.
It certainly reflected upon Pretoria methods of administration.2
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289.   JOHANNESBURG LETTER
Wednesday [August 26, 1908]
WHAT HAVE WE GAINED THROUGH NEW BILL?
Again, this time, I will have to discuss the latest news first. The
new Bill was passed by both the Houses within 24 hours. This only
shows that they still do not give our feelings due consideration.
The Bill contains almost everything [we wanted]. I have no time
for a detailed explanation. But the Bill obviates the objections regard-
ing the Turkish Muslims. Voluntary registrants will not come within
the scope of the Act as also others who may [voluntarily] register
themselves in future. This will enable the community Jo keep its pledge
inviolate. But there are two things which the Bill does not contain.
The obnoxious law will be repealed in effect; but it will remain as a
dead letter, - The Indian community has every right to oppose this
[proposal], Mr. Smuts made a promise [to repeal it]. But, what is
more important, [the rights of] the educated have not been safeguarded.
I am afraid that there is going to be a long-drawn-out struggle over
this issue. It is the duty of the Indian community to put up a fight.
WHO SHOULD BE TREATED AS EDUCATED?
, This question is often discussed.    What the Indian community.
wants is that all educated persons should have equal rights under the
law.   But though rights may remain equal in theory, Indians may in
practice be subjected to a more severe test than the whites.   This is
what happens in Natal and the Gape.   The test for Indians [in these
1 Asiatics* Registration Amendment Act, 1908
2 A report of the subsequent proceedings is not available; vide, however, the
following Item, p. 481.